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	CBRL AGM Lecture
Wednesday 14th December 2011
(following the AGM at 6.00pm)
To be held at the Institute of Archaeology Lecture Hall,

31-34 Gordon Square, London WC1H 0PY
Dr Augusta McMahon
Senior Lecturer in Ancient Near Eastern Archaeology and History,

University of Cambridge
will lecture on

Death and Taxes: Early Urbanism at Tell Brak, Syria

Augusta McMahon is University Senior Lecturer in Ancient Near Eastern Archaeology and History in the Department of Archaeology and a Fellow of Newnham College.

She has excavated in Iraq, at the major sites of Nippur and Nineveh, and also in Syria, Turkey and Yemen. Since 2006 she has been Field Director of the Tell Brak Excavation in northeast Syria and previously was Co-Director of excavations at Chagar Bazar in Syria from 1999 to 2002.

Her research interests include urbanization and early complexity, early state warfare, artifact and site biographies and material culture. Her recent publications include Nippur V: The Early Dynastic to Akkadian Transition (2006) and Once There Was a Place: Settlement Archaeology at Chagar Bazar, 1999-2002 (2009). She is currently a member of the Publications Committee of the British Institute for the Study of Iraq and Managing Committee of the Council for British Research in the Levant.

She will speak about recent research into early urbanism at Tell Brak.  The discovery of mass graves there indicates that the growth of the city was accompanied by social stress and violent conflict; excavations into two industrial areas are also revealing details of the clustering and regulation of economic activities.
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