Crystal Bennett Annual Memorial Lecture
Date and Time:
13 March 2012 at 6 pm to be followed by a reception.
Venue:  

The Institute of Archaeology lecture theatre, UCL, 31-34 Gordon Square,

London W1CH 0PY
Prof Piotr Bienkowski will give a talk entitled “Umm al-Biyara in Petra: Excavating the Iron Age settlement and Nabataean palace, 1960-2012”.
Umm al-Biyara, the highest mountain in Petra, was the first Iron Age ‘Edomite’ site to be excavated, by Crystal-M. Bennett between 1960 and 1965. This lecture doubles as a book launch for the final report on the site, prepared by Piotr Bienkowski, which was published in late 2011. He takes us through those original, pioneering excavations, but also underlines why the Iron Age site remains crucially important now, as still the only ‘mountain-top’ site, so characteristic of the Petra region, to be excavated and fully published. But the story of Umm al-Biyara continues: Professor Bienkowski is currently co-directing fieldwork on the very edge of the summit which has unearthed a vast complex of buildings, with an almost provocative display of wealth and luxury, in a spectacular location overlooking the city centre of Petra. This has been interpreted as a Nabataean royal residence – indeed, the first Nabataean palace in Petra to be explicitly identified – and demonstrates the key importance of Umm al-Biyara in the political geography of Nabataean Petra.
The lecture will be followed by a reception where copies of Umm al-Biyara: Excavations by Crystal-M. Bennett in Petra 1960-1965 will be available to view and purchase.
.
Please e-mail cbrl@britac.ac.uk to register your place
All welcome
