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Dawn Chatty is University Reader in Anthropology and Forced Migration and Deputy Director of the Refugee Studies Centre, Queen Elizabeth house, University of Oxford, UK. She is a social anthropologist with long experience in the Middle East as a university teacher, development practitioner, and advocate for indigenous rights.  Her research interests include nomadic pastoralism and conservation, gender and development, health, illness and culture, and coping strategies of children and adolescents in prolonged conflict and forced migration.  Her most recent books include Deterritorialized Youth: Sahrawi and Afghan Refugees at the Margins of the Middle East (ed., Berghahn books, 2010); Displacement and Dispossession in the Modern Middle East (Cambridge University Press) and Dispossession and Displacement: Forced Migration in the Middle East and North Africa (ed., with Bill Finlayson, British Academy Occasional Paper; Oxford University Press 2010).  

The Middle East and North Africa has become both a major refugee producing area as well as host for more than a quarter of the world’s forced migrants.  Dispossession and forced migration have been become an indelible part of life in the modern history of the region as witnessed by the waves of Muslim and Jewish groups forced into the region at the end of the 19th century; the death marches of Armenians and other Christian groups at the end of World War I; the international denial of  Kurdish nationalism; and the Palestinian dispossession in the struggle for control over the formerly British-mandated Palestine shortly at the end of World War II. In the past twenty years the scale of earlier forced migrations has been dwarfed by the nearly 4 million Iraqis who have fled their country or been internally displaced since 1990. This lecture will reflect on the earliest wave of forced migrants into region, the Circassians, and ask whether there is anything to be learned from their experiences.
The lecture will be followed by an informal reception.

